RECOGNITION, INCLUSION, RESEPCT
A Case for Muslim School Holidays


Overview of New York City’s Muslim Population

How big is the Muslim population of New York City?

A 2005 study by Columbia University estimated the number of Muslims in New York City conservatively at 600,000, the fastest growing Muslim community in the country and one of the most diverse religious populations in New York City.  Other estimates and population increases put the current number of Muslims in the five boroughs between 800,000 and 1,000,000.
How diverse is the city’s Muslim population?
Incredibly diverse! One in five Muslims is African American. Foreign-born Muslims are from all over the world: South Asia, North Africa and the Middle East, West Africa, Southeast Asia, Central Asia, Europe, and the Caribbean. South Asians (Pakistani, Bangladeshi, and Indian) and Arabs (mainly Syrian, Lebanese, Egyptian, Yemeni, Palestinian, Moroccan and Algerian) are the largest diaspora communities. The community also includes a sizeable convert population. 
Muslim Youth in New York City Public Schools

How many Muslim children attend NYC public schools?

The vast majority – 95% of school-age Muslim children attend public schools in New York City, making 1 out of 8 New York City public school students (that’s approximately 12% of the total student population). Only 4% of all Muslim children attend private Muslim schools in the city.  In neighborhoods with large Muslim communities in Queens, Brooklyn and the Bronx, Muslim children can make up as much as 20% of the enrollment in some schools.
Issue & Request
Every year, on their most sacred high holidays, 1 out of every 8 public school children is forced to make an unfair choice between their education and their faith. Eid-ul-Fitr celebrates the end of Ramadan, the sacred month of fasting. Eid-ul-Adha celebrates the end of the yearly pilgrimage to Mecca. “Eid,” means celebration.

The Coalition for Muslim School Holidays calls on Mayor Bill De Blasio and the Department of Education to incorporate one day each for those Muslim holidays as official school holidays in the NYC public school system.
Implementation
Currently, the city suspends alternate side parking regulations for three consecutive days in observation of each of the Muslim holidays of Eid Ul-Fitr and Eid Ul-Adha. The Coalition proposes that public schools close on only one day of each of the two designated holidays. 

Incorporating those 2 Muslim holidays would have a minimal impact on the school calendar as one or both of them often fall on a weekend, summer recess or another scheduled school holiday. The Coalition for Muslim School Holidays is prepared to work with Mayor De Blasio to recommend specific implementation strategies.  
***

The Coalition for Muslim School Holidays is a broad-based group of faith-based, civil rights, community and labor organizations that have come together to call on the Department of Education to recognize the growing and diverse population in New York City and include the two Muslim holidays in the school calendar. For more information, please send an email to NYCMuslimSchoolHolidays@gmail.com. 
